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It's time to spread and share peace, love, and positivity among friends & family.
% We hope you enjoy our Annual Christmas Greetings Issue for the holiday season. ..

DECEMBER 2025 | VOL 149 NO. 12 | STAROFZION.ORG | THE OFFICIAL VOICE OF THE A.M.E. ZION CHURCH

;S



STseR

Official Voice of The African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church

The Star of Zion is an award-
winning newspaper and journalistic
media organization, published by The
A.M.E. Zion Church as its official organ
since 1876.

Being guided by the core values of
truth, faith, and love, the Star seeks
to raise the consciousness of readers
with news that is current, relevant,
and dependable.

THE STAR OF ZION
(ISSN 0038-9870)
PUBLICATION NUMBER
05 19-200

The Official organ of The African Methodist
Episcopal Zion Church; Periodicals Postage
Paid at Charlotte, North Carolina.

Founded in 1876 and published once
monthly from The A.M.E. Zion Church
Headquarters, 3225 W. Sugar Creek Rd.,
Charlotte, NC 28269.

POSTMASTER: Send Change of Address to
THE STAR OF ZION, Post Office Box 26770,
Charlotte, NC28221- 6770.

Accelerating
Communication
About The
Freedom Church

THE STAR OF ZION
Published monthly from
The A.M.E. Zion Church Headquarters, 3225
W. Sugar Creek Rd.,
Charlotte, NC 28269.
Paid circulation 5,000.
Member of the Associated Church Press.

Editor in Chief
Mr. Darin Kent
Editor@StarOfZion.org

Zion Spotlight Editor
Mrs. Debra Chappelle-Polk
ZionSpotlight@StarOfZion.org

Education Editor
Rev. Roderick J. Josey
Education@StarofZion.org

World Politics Editor
Rev. Ronald Nathan
WorldPolitics@StarOfZion.org

Health and Wellness Editor
Mr. Daman De Leon
Health_Wellness@StarOfZion.org

Social Justice Editor
Rev. Dr. Allison Lee
SocialJustice@StarOfZion.org

COMMUNICATIONS BOARD
Chairman:

Bishop Anthony N. Witherspoon

First Vice Chairman:

Bishop George D. Crenshaw

Second Vice Chairman:

Bishop George E. Battle, Jr. (Deceased)
Third Vice Chairperson (Layperson):
Ms. Marilyn Graham

PIED Rev. Dr. Wardell Henderson
Ms. Carlous Tyrance

ENC Rev. Sharon Newton
Ms. Nora K. McNeill

Mw Rev.Todd Jarrett
Ms. Martha Scudder

NE Rev. Kenneth I. Lewis, Jr E 2 The Arts Edit
; ntertainment e Arts Editor
sA g/lrs.gll atéleTSa.ylor Mr. Thomas Umstead
ev. an faistare Entertainment_Arts@StarOfZion.org
Ms. Marilyn Graham Financial Freedom Editor
MA Rev. D’Andre W. James-Daniels Il

Dr. Dana Stilley
FinancialFreedom@StarOfZion.org

Lifestyle Editor
Ms. Angel Eason
Lifestyle@StarOfZion.org

Sports Editor
Ms. Alexxis Hutchinson
Sports@StarofZion.org

Star of Zion Office
704-688-2577
Office@StarofZion.org

Subscriptions Department
704-688-2561
Subscribe@StarOfZion.org

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
One Year - $38.00

Single Copy - $4.00

Bundle (50 Copies): $100.00

Ms. Alexxis Hutchinson
Rev. Dr. Erskine Faush, Jr.
Mrs. Lourdes Thorn
SWD Rev. Rick Lee
Ms. Fletter Matlock
WD Rev. Kaloma Smith
Ms. Denise Bolden
CSA Rev. Seth Moulton
Mrs. Melanie Parker
Rev. Brandon Smith
Mr. Daniel Brown
EWA Rev. Dr. Michael Sunday Udoh
Mr. Nse Joseph Edem

AL/FL

WWA

* The Star of Zion %

Notice to Star of Zion Reporters
Article/Ad Submission Deadline Dates

February 2026 Issue...............coovun.... Janaury 15, 2026
March 2026 Issue..........cccrrverennne. February 15, 2026
Arpil 2026 ISSUE.......oorrvernrrrerrrrerrriennne March 15,2026
May 2026 ISSUE.........rvverrrrernrrerereresnnns April 15,2026
kJune 2026 ISSUL......eveeeeveeeeeereeeerrereenens May 15, 2026

STHRZION

[N'THIS
[SSUE

PAGES

3-15

EPISCOPAL
GREETINGS

15-19

RETIRED
BISHOPS

20

GLOBAL
LEADERSHIP

24

EDUCATION

25

ACOLYTES

26-31

DEPARTMENT
GREETINGS

150 Years of
Witness, One
Enduring Voice

Zion Family,

WE MADE IT! With your support, we are on the cusp of
celebrating the 150th Anniversary of The Star of Zion. This
is no small achievement, but rather one to be lauded with-

in our Zion family and celebrated globally with collective
organizations, fellow publications, and ecumenical partners
who join us in producing the good news across all media
platforms.

For much of our history, The Star of Zion was not simply a
newspaper—it was the primary means of connection for
the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. Founded
in 1876, the Star carried the official voice of the Church,
sharing pastoral appointments, conference proceedings,
episcopal messages, theological reflection, and news from
local congregations at a time when access to information

for Black communities was limited and often denied. Long
before email, livestreams, and digital editions, Zionites relied
on these pages to stay informed, encouraged, and united
across districts, conferences, and generations. Through
seasons of change, social transformation, and faithful leader-
ship, The Star of Zion has remained a trusted witness to the
life and mission of the Freedom Church.

When we mention additional media platforms today, we

do so while recognizing that the landscape of how news is
transmitted has vastly changed since even a decade ago.
Email marketing has proven to be one of the most effective
ways for subscribers and readers to receive updates and
notifications. When sharing content online, it is essential to
have proper links to digital publications and e-editions read-
ily available so audiences can engage more deeply. And let
us not forget the importance of short-form video content to
accompany stories—visuals that help crystallize the essence
of each piece.

You notice these trends. You have adapted to them. And you
may be saying to yourself right now, / don t see this consis-
tently with The Star of Zion.

You are right.

Despite being an award-winning newspaper, recognized by
the Associated Church Press, The Star of Zion must expand
its capacity to keep pace with the evolving ways news

is shared and received. With rising publishing costs and

the increasing need for software and hardware to produce
the content you expect and deserve, we will be making
strategic moves this year to ensure we do not shortchange
our audience. At the same time, we remain firmly committed
to providing stellar storytelling rooted in our core values

of Truth, Faith, and Love.

As you have supported us in the past, we will need your con-
tinued support in the future. How, you ask? Here are a few
ways you can help:

» We commit to being your first choice for breaking news,
both digitally and in print.

» We invite each subscriber to serve as an ambassador, evan-
gelizing through our various media platforms.

» We aspire for every Zionite to be an active subscriber.

* We seek to promote your brand through digital and print
advertising partnerships.

Making even a few of these commitments will drastically
change the trajectory of our beloved movement—and you
will undoubtedly see the positive impact.

Thank you in advance for how you will continue to support
our editorial work. It is because of the God-inspired ministry
happening at the local church and district levels that we even
have a publication worthy of celebrating. You have done so
much for our church, and we remain committed to upholding
the mission and vision of the Freedom Church by document-
ing our shared life and witness for the world to see—honor-
ing the last 150 years and preparing for the next 150.

Thank you for all that you do and all that you have done.

Blessed to Serve,
Mr. Darin Kent
Editor in Chief, The Star of Zion

Please stay tuned for more information about the celebratory
efforts taking place throughout the year in honor of the 150th
Anniversary of The Star of Zion.
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As we celebrate the birth of our Savior, we pray God’s peace, grace,
and renewed hope rest upon you and your family this Christmas.

“But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”
Luke 2:10-11 NRSVUE
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To All our Zion Family!

“Glory to God 1n the highest heaven, and on earth peace

to those on whom his favor rests!”™

- Luke 2:14
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Presiding Prelate & Missionary Supervisor for the
Northeastern Episcopal District
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lory to God in the highest, and on earth peace
qnm'm/// loward men.
-Luke 2. 14

‘Chis holy season reminds us of God s immeasurable gifl Lo
humanity and calls us lo share Cis love with one avml/m

ChMay your homes be [illed with laughter, your lives with
purpase, and your faith renewed as we journey inlo a new year

quided by Gods grace.
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& A BLEASED NEW YEAR!

RT. REV. DR. HILIARD K. DELA DOGBE, PRESIDING BISHOP
& MRS, CYNTHIA A. S. DOGBE, MISSIONARY SUPERVISOR

LIBERIA, GHANA, COTE D'IVIORE, TOGO, RWANDA, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO & BURUNDI
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QOD QAVE HIS GREATEST GIFT TO US ON THAT FIRST CHRI‘STMAS
. DAY AND MAY TH: WON DER OF IT ALWAYS GUIDE AND LIGHT YOUR
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AND THROUGHOUT 2026

B1shop Brian R, Thompson
- Rev Felica R, Thompson
;ﬁ Presiding Prelate &
. Missionary Superv1sor

- of the Mid-Atlantic
- Episcopal District
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THE A.M.E. ZION CHURCH
The Freedom Church
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"For unto us a child is born,
unto us a son is given:

and the government

shall be upon his shoulder:
and his name shall be

called Wonderful, Counsellor,
The mighty God,

The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace”

Wi R 1 - |saiah 9:6
| :

Frrom the Right Reverend Dwayne A. Walker
| Missionary Supervisor Donna Smith Walker
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May this Christmas be filled with Divine love,
ensure God s presence, guarantee family unity,
and may the profound joy of Christ flow with
peace, bringing blessings to you and your loved .

ones
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Right Reverend Bernardo J. Ngunza, Presiding Bishop
& Missionary Supervisor, Ms. Isabel A. Ngunza

Angola, South Africa, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Zambia, Zimbabwe
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BISHOP & MRS. AND HAPPY NEW YEAR
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BISHOPMARSHAL STRICKLAND
Elected 1992 Retlred 2004

May your best gift this holiday be
of love, peace & happiness.

} »*
May the Grace & Peace of our
Lord be with you.

4 . B
" BISHOP & MRS, NATHANIEL JARRETT

Elected 1996 - Retired 2008
. - ar
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: SIS /0 WISHINGALL OF ZION PEACE, JOY &

PROSPERITY.THIS JHOLIDAY SEASON

Elected 1996-Retired 2012

THE A.M.E. ZION CHURCH | g & A
The Freedom Church ELECTED 2004 - RETIRED 2024
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Bisuor & Mgs. Dennis V., Procron
Elected 2008 - Retired 2024

THE A.M.E. ZION CHUR
The Freedom Church

MAY THE GOD OF HOPE FILL YOU WITH ALL JOY AND PEACE AS YOU
TRUST IN HIM, SO THAT YOU MAY OVERFLOW WITH HOPE BY THE

POWER OF THE HoLY SPIRIT ... ...

Aan

May THE Peace & BLESSING
oF CuristMAs BE Yours &
= May THE ComING YEAR BE
ILLED WiTH HAPPINESS.

Pk MICHAEL A; FRENCHERJS\R% 5
ETECTED, @‘ -

RETIRED 2024
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SOARD OF BISHOPS' ==
& INTERNATIONAL 9-13

MINISTERS AND LAY ASSOCIATION'S

¥ Annual Meetlng

REGISTER NOW

100 East Maln S‘h"eet 4 e
Norfolk, VA 23510 1 ; | #

\?'

Bishop Brian R. Thompson, Sr. Bishop Eric L. Leake Blshnp Darryl B. Starnes, Sr.
Host Bishop and Retiring President of the Board of Bishops Presiding Prelate, South Atlantic Episcopal Distric Senior Bishop of The A.M.E. Zion Church

5 Incoming President of the Board of Bishops) .
Rev. Felica R. Thompson r IMrs=Camille C. Starnes
Missionary Supervisor, Mid-Atlantic District Mrs. H. Jean McMurray-Leake issionary Supervisor, Piedmont District
Missionary Supervisor, South Atlantic Episcopal District
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EN““‘MJ BELIEES O INTERESTED CHILDREN'S WRITERS: Using Luke 15:1-7, write a 250-500 word conversation between

The ||

THECHRIY - x| UWO Characters that explains an understanding of the parable in a present-day context.

INTERESTED YOUTH WRITERS: Using Luke 15:11-32, write a 250-500 word present-day illustration
relating to a teen who was lost and returned home, as well as 500-1000 words illuminating key
points to understanding the scripture text.

INTERESTED ADULT WRITERS: Using Luke 15:11-13, write 1000-1500 words illuminating key points

;’ﬁh‘%ﬁ‘fm\m | ] to understand the scripture text.
> émiim\\i\‘%jﬁ_\\fﬂ\\, ; INTERESTED ACTIVITY CONTRIBUTORS: Using Luke 15:11-13, create 3-5 activities for our three

% 7 children's quarterlies.
e SUBMISSIONS DUE BY

' [ SUBMIT TO:
e REV. DR. ADRIAN V. NELSON, II, EDITOR
CHURCH SCHOOL LITERATURE DEPARTMENT

704.631.2175 (0) | CSLITWRITERS@GMAIL.COM 05 | 2026

I
International President of the Women's Home and Overseas Missionary Society
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“NEED FINANCIAL HELP?”

Z[@}\} Concern

O Action
C.A.R.E.FORPASTOR Resources

|: :I meame zon ceen  EQJUCATION

v HONEST ANSWERS For more
v PROFESSIONAL ADVICE information Visit:
v/ FINANCIAL PLANNING careforpastor.org
: . :
AVALABLE NOW!

Free & Confidental

Couseling from Private
Counselors NOT

The A.M.E. Zion Church is
neither the counselor nor has
access to information

Affliated with A.M.E\
g |

Zion Church Y

Email: careforpastor@amezion.org OO0 Qcareforpaster=
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AWARD-WINNING EDUCATOR, ARCHIVIST, WRITER, AND PASSIONATE
ADVOCATE FOR LOCAL HISTORY

AS THE WIFE OF THE
FIRST AFRICAN
AMERICAN
DIRECTOR OF A
SMITHSONIAN
INSTITUTION
MUSEUM, SHE
EXPLAINS HOW SHE
AND JoHuN KINARD
BECAME
LIKE-MINDED
LEADERS IN THE
Di1STRICT OF

COLUMBIA, T he Life

NATIONALLY, AND

INTERNATIONALLY. and Le gacy
of

Marjorie
Williams Kinard

Witness how this ambitious woman, who values integrity in her career and community
enrichment, actively protects her family life from disruption. With refined reflection,
she avoids sad saga segments or segues recounting her burdens. Marjorie Kinard's
vivid and visceral words offer strategies for creating sustainable change within your
family, community, and the world.

SCAN TO
PURCHASE YOUR COPY!
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B CHRISTMAS!

FROM THE DAVIS FAMILY AND LIVINGSTONE COLLEGE

H Hood PTheological Seminary
Theological Preparation for Effective Ministry in a Diverse Society

Affordable
Community Tuition

Accessible Diverse
Campus

Gifted Faculty

CONTACT US:
1810 Lutheran Synod Drive,
Salisbury, NC 28144
hoodseminary.edu 704-636-7611

On-Campus and Online
Classes Available
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RJ. Chandler Sr.

ACOLYTES

BOOK nelease

amazon

#zionexcellence
#acolytesamez
#zionpride

grephen Gy
e
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Rev. Dr. R.J./.Chandler Sr.
International Director of Acolytes
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THYAM[ ZION CHURCH
The Fregdom CI h

IN THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS,

WHICH IS
THE MIRACLE OF GHI{ISTMZ\S,
. WHICHIS s W
" AND THE HEART OF GHI{ISTMZ\S, 7
 WHICHIS

REV. AL & MARGUERITE

AMILTON

E A.M.E. ZION CHURCH
\ \ The Freedom Church

MR. DARIN & NUNA

IQENT

CHIEF COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER - EDITOR-IN-CHIE
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REV. PATRICK A, BARRETT, 1T VT
& THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
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From the Department of

CHURCH GROWTH

& DEVELOPMENT

REv. DR ELEAZAR MERRIWEATHER
Executive Director

F'rom
ey ZION BENIFITS
- SERVICES

May your Christmas Sparkle with

')‘ S-S 1A moments of love, laughter & goodwill.
" May the year ahead
f'x,ecutlve ®lreCt0 % : be full of contentment < joy
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May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, So that you may overflow with hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit. Xy

« Romands 15:13

o\\" =

THE EI]NNEETII]NHI. LAY I]IINEIL

"May GOD GRANT YOU PEACE AND
SERENITY THIS HOLIDAY SEASON.
GOOD WILL, GOOD HEALTH, AND GOOD
TIDINGS FOR THE NEW YEAR TO COME.

From our CONNECTIONAL LAY COUNCIL FAMILY TO YOURS, WE
WISH YOU A BLESSED CHRISTMAS AND NEw YEAR.”
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FROM THE JUDICIAL COUNCIL
OF THE A.ME. ZION CHURCH

THE HONORABLE ADELE M. RILEY, PRESIDENT y
REV. DR. BRANDON FISHER, ESQ., VICE-PRESIDENT

DR. LISA T. MCDOW, ESQ., CLERK

DR. YVONNE A. TRACEY, ASSISTANT CLERK

REV. DR. DERRICK R. ANDERSON, CHAPLAIN
REV. DR. RICHARD AUSTIN, ESQ.
DR. MARSHA C. GRAYSON, ESQ.

DR. WILLIAM ST OKES
REV. DR.JOSEPH AL TOLBERI; SR.;, ESQ. /\
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Rev. John W. Smith
s Tth Editor
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Rev. Morgan W. Tann ]
15th Editor

'OF AWARD WINNING JOURNALISM

EDITORS NOT PICTURED:

Rev. ]. A. Tyler, Ist Mr. A. S. Richardson, 2nd Rev. ]. McHenry Farley, 3rd Rev. A. L. Scott, 4th Rev. William A. Blackwell, 12th Rev. Walter R. Lovell, 13th Rev. Milton B. Robinson, 14th




